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OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE OFFSHORE INDUSTRY COMMITTEE (OIC)

CADIZ: 11 – 15 FEBRUARY 2002

Further Guidance on the Assessment of the Toxicity of Substances under the Harmonised Pre-Screening Scheme of OSPAR Recommendation 2000/4

(Reference number: 2002-4)

New offshore chemicals
1.
Toxicity testing for new preparations, or for modified preparations, should be carried out on substance by substance level starting from 2004 onwards.

Existing offshore chemicals

2.
If only data on preparation level is available, and if an authority seeks information for toxicity on substance level, the following steps should be followed:

(i)
request for information about the component assumed to have the highest toxicity on the taxonomic* group that was most sensitive to the preparation;

(ii)
on the basis of this information, an expert assessment (i.e. based on the relevant literature data including relevant freshwater data) should be carried out in order to conclude whether the assumption mentioned in (i) is correct;

(iii)
if the conclusion of the assessment indicates that data are not sufficient, toxicity testing of the relevant component of the preparation should be performed on the most sensitive taxonomic group.

(iv)
if testing does not confirm the assumption under (i) further testing on another relevant component present in the preparation should be performed.

3.
By 2007 only data for toxicity on substance by substance level should be accepted.

Review

4.
A review of this agreement should be carried out by 2005.

* 	“Taxonomic” = algae, crustacean, fish
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